
Understanding Sustainable Development 



Presentation Outline 

ωIntroduction 

ωDefinition of sustainability 

ωLifestyles & economic prosperity and 
environmental impact 

ωThe three elements of sustainability 

ωWhat does sustainability mean for you? 





Sustainability 

Meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs   



What do we needé.. 

1. To live? 

2. To lead comfortable lives? 

3. To have health & well being? 

4. To have economic well being? 



Our Most Basic Needs 
Water, Heat, Food, Light, é. 



Needs of the Industrialised World 
Transport 



Needs of the Industrialised World  
Home Comforts 



Sustainability vs. 
Economic Prosperity 

Rising fuel costs Reliance on limited supplies Environmental impact 



Group Activity 

ωMake a list of the main activities that make up 
an ordinary day in your lives 

ωNow put a tick next to the ones that rely on 
fossil fuels 



Economy 

 
 

Environment 

Society 

Sustainable 
Development 

The 3-Elements Model 



How can we live more sustainably? 

ωSocial responsibility 
ωQuality of life 
ωSocial interaction & enjoyment 
ωProtecting cultures, traditions 

ωEconomic responsibility 
ωEmployment opportunities 
ωFair pay 
ωLocal trade, production & employment 

ωEnvironmental responsibility 
ω¢ƘǊŜŜ wΩǎ- Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
ωDurability 
ωPollution 
ωVisual impact 
ωTransport options 


